TRADITIONAL
CLOCKMAKERS

BY MARTIN FOSTER

Clock enthusiasts today seek a deeper look into the
mechanical details of their favorite timekeepers.

ore than ever, clock collectors are fascinated by the microcosm of

interacting clock wheels and the combination of engineering and

aesthetic design.

While such enthusiasts are among the minority at the large timepiece
shows, such as Baselworld, they can nonetheless see true fine, mechanical clock
making at that show and others.

If you count yourself among these clock fanciers, let me point out four
clockmakers that continue to practice their art at a high level. These makers each
have a slightly different design emphasis, varying price points and markets, but all
offer high quality clocks.

Many of the materials, techniques and tools of production have not changed
much in 200 years, and we can note here that today these clocks are still largely
hand made.
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Of course, for example, there are milling machines for cutting the teeth of the
wheels. But, for any function, there always were such tools, perhaps not so accurate
and sophisticated but in wide use just the same.

And whereas many high-end watches are priced on the basis of what the market
can pay, fine clocks are priced on the basis of hours spent patiently at the bench by
skilled artisans. When the market for watches wavers the brands can moderate their
prices; when the buyers for clocks disappear, the makers are simply lucky to stay in
business. These are the stark realities faced by the clockmakers.

Yet some makers have survived for quite some time, albeit somewhat tenucusly.

Sinclair Harding
In 1867 Mike Harding and Bill Sinclair in Cheltenham, England, founded Sinclair

Harding as a clock repair business. After only a few years Sinclair retired from the
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business. Mike Harding continued until 1995 when he sold the business to Robert
Bray and the company relocated to West Yorkshire.

In 1999 Sinclair Harding started making a 3/4 size representation of John Harrison's
H1 Sea Clock — a formidable undertaking. Other specialization milestones along the
way include the acquisition of dedicated machinery and skills relevant to the quality
of the clocks they produce.

In 2014 Bray acquired the firm that had been making their fusee chains and
integrated this into clock production. This wonderful addition to Sinclair Harding
must make it about the most complete clock making company to be found in the
world today.

Robert Bray is a Fellow and Vice-President of the British Horological Institute and
a member of the internationally prestigious Horological Academy of Independent
Creators (AHCI).
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“WHERE MANY HIGH-END WATCHES ARE PRICED
ON THE BASIS OF WHAT THE MARKET CAN PAY,
FINE CLOCKS ARE PRICED ON THE BASIS OF
HOURS SPENT PATIENTLY AT THE BENCH BY
SKILLED ARTISANS.”
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The Matthias Naeschke Cal. 9 offers 14
days of power reserve. Its main plates
are made of gilded 2mm brass with 4
pillars, pinions hardened and polished.
The Swiss lever platform escapement
features a screwed balance. The clock’s
dial is hand engraved and engine-
turned and Is finished with gilding and
granular pure silvering, blued steel
Breguet hands and a date indication on
a separate dial. The dial can be set with
diarmonds and bespoke engravings are

This Matthias Naeschke Cal. 12
table clock features a Matthias
Naeschke escapement with
compensating pendulum, 8
jewels and 8 ball bearings. Its

assembly bench.

Matthias Naeschke
Matthias Naeschke is a highly skilled clockmaker, technical designer and
church musician with heart and soul at a level that sets him apart even in the
exclusive enclave of high clock making. Naeschke started in 1984 in a small
atelier in his private home to build organ clocks. Thus he was the first organist
artisan in 150 years to study the art and revive the high craft of the organ-
clockmaker.

Today, Matthias Naeschke and his workshop specialists are the only makers
of new organ clocks in the world. Philosophically he says “Mechanical perfection
is possible by machine but exquisite craftsmanship is the only free pathway to
achieve the ultimate prerogative of creative excellence.” Naeschke is one of the
foundation members of the Académie Horologére Des Créateurs Indépendants
(AHCI) where he became a member in 1986.

Now that Matthias Naeschke has retired; he has handed on the reins to his
clockmaker son Sebastian who is steeped in the industry training and family
values of the quality products they make. Set apart from the busy traffic and far
away from the hectic bustle of the big cities, Matthias Naeschke's “Haus Rose”
workshop is situated high up above the Eyach valley in the small medieval town
of Haigerloch in South Germany.
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invited. The clock measures 24.5cm x
16.5cm x 1lcm.

Sebastian Naeschke at the

chapter ring is solid sterling silver
with hand engravings, hand-
knurled bezel, and separate
indication of the power reserve,
blued steel hands. The clock
measures 63cm x 42cm x 32cm.
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Naeschke clock production is miniscule by commercial standards, but this
ensures that you are most unlikely to see two identical Naeschke clocks in the
same hemisphere.

Kieninger

Joseph Kieninger made the first entry in his cashbook on 1st of June, 1912,
and only a year later this Black Forest maker already employed eighteen workers.

Of his eight children, son Wilhelm’s masterpiece, constructed in 1930 at the
clock maker school in Schwenningen, became the cornerstone for the current
H-series, the lead product of the house and the design still produced today. The
invention of this movement for grandfather clocks made Kieninger the specialist
for movements with quarter chime.

The company got into some financial difficulties in 1990 and the Kieninger
Company was sold to the American company Howard Miller at the end of 1993.
This family-owned company from Zeeland, Michigan, is the world’s biggest clock
manufacturer and has a high demand of clock movements itself. All Howard
Miller mechanical floor clocks, as a result of the purchase, use quality Kieninger
movements made in the Black Forest region of Germany.

Today Kieninger itself presents the full scope of its clock movement technology
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From Sattler the bespoke table clock Lunaris
Mosaic is composed of countless miniature
mosaic tiles into a unique work of art. A new
owner may choose his own motif and with the
collaboration of the Italian mosaic specialists
Sicis, the clock emerges at an exceptional
level of unique beauty. The motif is selected
individually - each clock is exclusively built for
their new owners and elaborately decorafed
with the desired mosaic. The hand-painted

moon at the hottom of the dial completes

the beautiful face of the table clock and is
also the emblem of the simply shaped but
exquisitely designed “Lunaris Mosaic”. Sattler
Cal. 2004, 8-day with stopwork for constant
force, free Swiss lever escapement with

screwed balance,

and a style spectrum that offers classic to contemporary design in a worldwide
collection of floor, wall and table clocks.

Erwin Sattler

In 1958 Erwin Sattler founded his Bavarian clock manufacture, which bears his name
today. He attached great importance to pursuing timeless design. The company has
developed into a modern-day clockmaking manufacturer that combines state-of-the-
art technologies and centuries-old traditional craftsmanship. Most of its clock parts
are now manufactured in-house in small-batch series, allowing creative opportunities
for buyer's customization. For nearly sixty years, Erwin Sattler has been delivering
the highest standards of quality and has been developing and making timepieces of
lasting quality. In the mid 1980s his daughter, Stephanie Sattler-Rick, assumed financial
control, and more recently clockmaker Richard Mller joined the management as
technical manager. The pair now cc-owns the firm as in 2002 Erwin Sattler retired.

Today, the precision clocks of the Erwin Sattler factory, produced in small batches,
are reckoned as among the best in the world. We should do our best to support these
rare clockmaking companies as the current global instability is not helpful to thess
exclusive artisans. Quiet stable markets provide the lifeblood of these centuries old
traditional mechanical arts.

Erwin Sattler Mechanica M4
Precision pendulum clock with
fwo-week power reserve, As
handmade clocks naturalty
come with a hefty price tag,
Sattler came up with the idea

of enabling its customers to
make their own precision clock
using an assembly kit. The M4
kit includes a temperature-
compensated Invar pendutum,
hardened pinions and milled and
gilded wheels. With ball races
and premium-quality materials,
combined with the special design
details, the Mechanica M4

can be assembied without any
need for previous clock-making

experience.

& in satin black piano finish with back panel in striking flight ebony veneer,
k panel, 3-train cable movement with original German cathedral strike, maintaining power,
am and classic silver plated regulator dial, special second pendulum with carbon fibre rod

INTERNATIONAL WATCH GRAND EDITION 2017 82



